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to force confession. The character of the high officials was
shown to be bad, some having even been before their ap-
pointment convicted as criminals. The courts themselves
were corrupt. A system of forced labour for Government
supplies existed, which opened a wide door for oppression.
Monopolies in pepper and other articles prevented the de-
velopment of free trade and the material resources of the
country. These and other prevalent evils were fully exposed.
Early in 1856, the Hajah was addressed upon the subject by
Lord Harris, then Governor of Madras. His Highness
acknowledged that there was some ground for complaint,
and stated that he was endeavouring to improve matters
as far as possible.

The Bajah, however, was more devoted to superstition and
asceticism than to the study of political economy. Though
personally kind and well meaning, he was not possessed of
sufficient firmness and courage to carry out needed reforms
in opposition to the obstacles which lay in his way. The
Dewan, too, who died in 1858, had been a most corrupt and
unscrupulous character. The British Resident, General
Cullen, who had occupied this important post since 1840,
though kind and courteous in manners, generous in his gifts,
and scientific in his tastes, was completely under the influ-
ence of Brahman favourites, adopted their views, and saw
no necessity for missionary labours, or the Christian instruc-
tion of the poor. He was thoroughly " Hmdooized " by an
uninterrupted residence of nearly fifty years in India.

Another element of irritation on the part of the Sudras
was the liberation of the slaves in 1855. Although these
have not had the spirit and courage to avail themselves of
their legal rights to any considerable extent, yet those of
them who had embraced Christianity necessarily became
more intelligent and industrious, and generally sought their
freedom.